Helaman 15 — Because He L oveth Y ou — Chastening,
Steadfastness, and the Lamanites Promise

Helaman 15: Samuel's closing words from the wall. He war ns the Nephites again that unless they repent their houses
shall be left desolate and their women shall mourn in the day of flight — but he frames the whole judgment in love:
the Nephites are a chosen people whom God has loved, and because he loves them he has chastened them, even in
the days of their iniquity. Then he turns to the Lamanites, and the contrast becomes a sermon on the staying power of
real conversion. The more part of the Lamanites, he says, walk circumspectly before God, striving 'with unwearied
diligence' to bring the rest to truth; and those who have been converted are 'firm and steadfast in the faith," having
buried their weapons of war and choosing to be trodden down rather than sin — because of a true change of heart.
For this steadfastness God will prolong their days; and even should they dwindle, the Lord has promised, by Zenos
and other prophets, that in the latter days the Lamaniteswill be restored to the knowledge of their Redeemer, their
'great and true shepherd,” and numbered among his sheep. 'It shall be better for them than for you except ye repent,’
Samuel tells the Nephites, for had the mighty works shown to the Nephites been shown to the Lamanites, they never
would have dwindled. He ends with the Lord's own sober verdict: the Lamanites God will not utterly destroy but will
one day restore; the Nephites, if they will not repent, he will utterly destroy 'because of their unbelief,
notwithstanding the many mighty works which | have done among them.'

Samuel's sermon turns toward its close, and the tone changes. The woes and the curses and the signs are mostly
behind him; now he does something gentler and, in its way, harder to hear — he tells the Nephites why God has been
so hard on them, and the answer islove. And then he holds up the converted Lamanites as a mirror, not to shame the
Nephites with their old enemies faithfulness (though it does that), but to show them what real conversion looks like
and why it lasts. Thisis the chapter where the great reversal of the whole book getsits final, tender statement: the
chosen people chastened because they are loved, the despised people made steadfast because they were enlightened,
and a promise reaching across the centuries that the Lamanites will not be lost forever. It is Samuel, the Lamanite on
the wall, speaking for his own people one last time before he disappears from the record — and what he says about
them is one of the most hopeful prophecies in the Book of Mormon.
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Hebrew Word Studies

yasar / musar ('91 / nio)) — "to discipline, chasten, correct, instruct” (yasar) and " discipline, correction, instruction”
(musar) — yasar, to discipline as a father disciplinesa son, to correct and train; musar, thediscipline, instruction, or
chastening itself. The word holds both correction and education — theloving formation of a child through correction
v. 3 (in the days of their iniquities hath he chastened them because he loveth them). Samuel's reframing of judgment as
love — he chastened them because he loveth them — rests on one of the most important and most consoling doctrinesin al of
scripture, carried by the Hebrew root yasar, "to discipline," and its noun musar, "discipline, instruction." The crucial thing
about yasar isthat it is fatherly. It is not the punishment of ajudge but the correction of a parent — the discipline by which a
father trains, shapes, and forms a beloved child. The book of Proverbs makes this explicit and makesit the very verse Samuel
is preaching: My son, despise not the chastening (musar) of the Lord; neither be weary of his correction: for whom the Lord
loveth he correcteth (yokhiam ); even as a father the son in whom he delighteth (Prov. 3:11-12). Thereit is, exactly: God
corrects whom he loves, as a father corrects a beloved son. Discipline is not the withdrawal of love; it is one of love's primary
forms. And thelogic is profound. Indifference does not discipline. A father who did not care would let the child do as he
pleased, run toward the cliff, ruin himself — that would be the abandonment. Love is what bothers to correct, what cares
enough about the child's future to endure the hard work and the child's resentment of being corrected now. For whomthe Lord
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth... if ye endure chastening, God deal eth with you as with
sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? (Heb. 12:6-7). The terrifying inverse is that the child not chastened
isthe child not claimed — if ye be without chastisement... then are ye bastards, and not sons (Heb. 12:8). To be disciplined by
God isthe evidence of being his; to be left alone in one's sin isthe truly frightening state. Thisis precisely Samuel's point
about the Nephites. All the hardness of their recent history — the famines, the wars, the prophets woes — was musar, the
discipline of a Father who loved them and would not let them go to destruction without correction. In the days of their
iniquities hath he chastened them because he loveth them (v. 3): the chastening was the proof of the love, the Father still
reaching, still training, still refusing to abandon the beloved child to his own ruin. And the deepest warning hidden in the
doctrine is the one the chapter draws out: disciplineis for the living relationship, the son still being formed. There comes a
point where a people hardens past correction, and then the musar — the loving, formative chastening — gives way to
judgment. The Nephites stood near that line. Samuel's whole sermon, framed as love, was itself the last reach of the Father's
discipline: | am still correcting you because | still love you; do not make me stop. For the day to fear is not the day of
chastening but the day the chastening ends — the day a soul or a peopleisfinally left alone, no longer corrected because no
longer claimed. Musar is the hand of a Father who has not given up. Blessed is the soul that is still being disciplined, foritis
still being loved.

From the Chapter's Architecture

“““cross-references Prov. 3:11-12 (despise not the chastening — musar — of the Lord... for whom the Lord loveth he correcteth,
even as a father the son in whom he delighteth —the doctrine behind v. 3); Heb. 12:5-11 (whomthe Lord loveth he chasteneth...
if ye be without chastisement... then are ye bastards, and not sons— chastening as the proof of sonship, v. 3); Deut. 8:5 (asa man
chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy God chasteneth thee — the fatherly discipline of the covenant people); Rev. 3:19 (as many as |
love, | rebuke and chasten: be zeal ous therefore, and repent — Christ's own statement of chastening love, v. 3); John 10:14-16 (1
am the good shepherd... other sheep | have... them also | must bring... and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd —the great
and true shepherd gathering the Lamanites among his sheep, v. 13); Ezek. 34:11-16 (I will both search my sheep, and seek them
out... and gather them — the scattered flock gathered, the restoration of w. 11-16); Luke 12:48 (unto whomsoever much is given,
of him shall be much required —the Nephites' greater guilt for the mighty works wasted, v. 15); 1 Ne. 13:30-31; 2 Ne. 30:3-6
(the latter-day restoration of the Lamanites to the knowledge of their Redeemer — the prophecy Samuel cites, w. 11-16); Jacob 5
(Zenos's allegory of the olive tree —the prophet Zenos whose restoration prophecy Samuel invokes, v. 11); Alma 23-24 (the
Anti-Nephi-Lehies burying their weapons and dying rather than sin — the steadfastness Samuel pointsto, v. 9); Hel. 6:1 (the
Lamanites' righteousness exceeding the Nephites' because of their firmness and their steadiness —the steadfastness restated, v.
8); Hel. 7:18 (the good shepherd whose voice the Nephites would not hear — now promised to gather the Lamanites, v. 13). ™
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