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Alma 31 — The Rameumptom — Worship Turned Inside Out, and
the Prayer of a Sorrowing Heart
Alma 31: c. 74 BC, the commencement of the eighteenth year of the reign of the judges, immediately after the death
of Korihor. Word reaches Alma that the Zoramites — Nephite dissenters who have gathered in a land called
Antionum, dangerously close to the Lamanite wilderness — are perverting the ways of the Lord and bowing to dumb
idols. Alma takes a hand-picked company of his most seasoned laborers and goes to recover them by the power of
the word. What he finds appalls him: a society that worships once a week from a high stand called the Rameumptom,
each man reciting the identical scripted prayer thanking God that they have been elected to salvation and that there
shall be no Christ. The chapter sets the counterfeit worship of the Zoramites against the true prayer of Alma — a
long cry of sorrow, intercession, and pleading for strength and success — and ends with the company filled with the
Holy Spirit, sent out two by two into the great mediation sermons of Alma 32–34. It is the portrait of worship turned
inside out, and the cure beginning in a grieving man's prayer.

Alma 31 opens with a grieving heart and closes with a praying one, and the whole chapter lives in the distance
between two kinds of prayer. Korihor is dead at the end of chapter 30 — trodden down among a people called the
Zoramites — and that detail is the hinge into this chapter, because now Alma turns to the Zoramites themselves.
They are not pagans who never knew the truth; they are dissenters from the Nephites (v. 8), people who once had the
word of God and have fallen away from it. This is worse than ignorance. They knew, and they left. And Alma, who
has just watched the word silence Korihor, decides to try the virtue of the word of God on a whole apostate society
— to attempt with preaching what the sword could never do (v. 5). The chapter is the setup to the great mediation
trilogy that follows; everything in Alma 32–34 is the answer to the disease diagnosed here. But Alma 31 is not
merely a prologue. It is a complete and devastating study of false worship, and a model of what true prayer sounds
like when the heart is breaking.

Hebrew Word Studies
bachar / qadosh / Rameumptom (ׁשֹודָק / רַחָּב / —) — to choose, to elect, to select for covenant / holy, set apart, consecrated

/ "the holy stand" (a Book of Mormon term, self-glossed in v. 21) vv. 16–18, 21. The Zoramite prayer corrupts two of the
deepest words in Israel's covenant vocabulary. The first is bachar — to choose. It is the great covenant verb: the Lord did not
set his love upon you, nor choose you (bachar), because ye were more in number... but because the Lord loved you (Deut.
7:7–8). Election in the Hebrew Bible is always a choosing unto something — unto service, unto covenant, unto being a light
to the nations (Isa. 42:6) — and always grounded in God's love, never in the merit of the chosen. The Zoramites take bachar
and invert every part of it. Their election is from their brethren rather than for the world; it is grounded in their own holiness
rather than God's love (for the which holiness, O God, we thank thee, v. 17); and it issues not in service but in contempt for
everyone not elected, who are cast by thy wrath down to hell (v. 17). They have kept the word chosen and discarded
everything that made being chosen a mercy. The second word is qadosh — holy, set apart. To be qadosh is to be consecrated
to God's purposes, and Israel was called a holy nation (Ex. 19:6) — but holiness in the covenant is derivative, a reflection of I
am holy (Lev. 11:44), never a possession the people own. The Zoramites cry Holy, holy God and then immediately claim the
holiness for themselves — thou hast elected us to be thy holy children... we are a chosen and a holy people (vv. 16, 18). They
have taken the seraphim's adoration of God's holiness and redirected it into a celebration of their own. As for Rameumptom —
the text gives no Hebrew because it is a Zoramite coinage, but Mormon translates it for us: the holy stand (v. 21). The naming
itself is part of the perversion. They have a special word for their special platform, a proprietary holiness with its own
vocabulary — the impulse to brand and patent the sacred, to make holiness a thing you ascend a labeled structure to perform,
rather than a life lived before God. The contrast is total: bachar and qadosh, the words of God's electing love and Israel's
consecration, hollowed out and stood on top of a tower.
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From the Chapter's Architecture
```cross-references Gen. 11:1–9 (the tower of Babel, built to reach heaven and make a name — the prideful architecture behind
the Rameumptom, vv. 13–14); Ex. 19:6 (a holy nation — the qadosh calling the Zoramites corrupt, vv. 16–18); Deut. 7:6–8
(Israel chosen because the Lord loved you, not for merit — the bachar election the Zoramites invert, v. 16); Lev. 11:44 (be ye
holy; for I am holy — derivative holiness, against the self-holiness of v. 18); 1 Sam. 16:7 (man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart — the hollow forms of vv. 12–23); Ps. 13:1–2 (how long, O Lord — the
lament-opening of Alma's prayer, v. 26); Ps. 51:10–17 (a broken and a contrite heart... thou wilt not despise — the true-prayer
model behind vv. 30–35); Ps. 138:6 (though the Lord be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly: but the proud he knoweth afar
off — the two prayers' two outcomes); Prov. 16:18 (pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall — the
Rameumptom hearts lifted up, v. 25); Isa. 6:1–3 (Holy, holy, holy — the seraphim's adoration the Zoramites plagiarize, v. 15);
Isa. 29:13 (this people draw near me with their mouth... but have removed their heart far from me — the once-a-week,
heart-absent worship of v. 23); Isa. 65:5 (Stand by thyself... I am holier than thou — the Rameumptom posture exactly, vv.
16–18); Matt. 6:5–8 (pray not... as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing... that they may be seen of men — the direct
condemnation of the holy stand, vv. 13–14); Matt. 6:25–34 (take no thought... what ye shall eat, or... drink, or... put on —
verbatim behind v. 37); Matt. 23:5–12 (the Pharisees who love the uppermost rooms... whosoever shall exalt himself shall be
abased — the self-exalting worship of vv. 13–14); Lk. 18:9–14 (the Pharisee and the publican — the master parallel: God, I thank
thee that I am not as other men set against God be merciful to me a sinner — the two prayers of this chapter); Jn. 4:23–24 (the
true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth — the worship the Zoramites counterfeit); 2 Tim. 3:5 (having a
form of godliness, but denying the power thereof — the Rameumptom in a phrase); Mosiah 4:19–26 (Benjamin: are we not all
beggars? — the equality before God the Zoramites deny, v. 28); Alma 5:53–55 (the proud who set their hearts upon... gold and
silver — the same diagnosis as v. 24); Alma 26:27 (the Lord's promise bear with patience thine afflictions, and I will give unto
you success — the words Alma prays back, vv. 31–32); Alma 30:60 (Korihor perverteth the ways of the Lord, and trodden among
these Zoramites — the seam into this chapter, v. 1); Alma 32:13–16 (humility and faith as a seed — the answer to the prideful
stand); Alma 34:17–28 (Amulek on prayer morning, mid-day, and evening and in every place — the cure for the once-a-week
worship of v. 23); Alma 34:9–14 (the great and last sacrifice, the infinite atonement — the Christ the Zoramites deny, vv. 16, 29);
3 Ne. 13:5–8, 25–34 (the risen Lord repeating take no thought and the hypocrites' prayer to the Nephites — the same teaching, v.
37); D&C 59:9–10 (worship and offering of sacraments on my holy day joined to a whole life of thanksgiving — true Sabbath
against the sealed-off Zoramite day, v. 23); D&C 121:34–40 (when we undertake to cover our sins, or to gratify our pride... the
heavens withdraw — the mechanism of the Rameumptom). ```


