2 Nephi 5— The Split, the Land of Nephi, and ‘After the Manner of
Happiness

Nephi flees Laman’s murder plot; founds a new city; builds a temple after Solomon, c. 588-570 BC.

The Lord warns Nephi to flee. Those who would go with me were those who believed in the warnings and the
revelations of God. Nephite-Lamanite identity is established as a faith-line, not a blood-line. Nephi founds a city,
builds atemple after the manner of the temple of Solomon, consecrates Jacob and Joseph as priests, and the Nephite
covenant nation begins. We lived after the manner of happiness (v. 27) isthe lived redlization of 2 Ne. 2:25's
doctrine.

Ten Insights
1. Second murder plot (vv. 1-2). The pattern from 1 Ne. 18 returns. The breach is now permanent.

2. Faith-line, not blood-line (v. 6). Those who would go with me believed in revelations. Nephite/Lamanite are covenant
categories, not racial ones.

3. Naming the land Nephi (v. 8). The peopleinsist. The patriarchal authority is so foundational that the land bears the prophet’s
name.

4. Temple after Solomon (v. 16). Heikhal built in the New World — asserts the Lord’ s presence is not confined to Jerusalem.
Liturgical infrastructure travels.

5. Patriarchal priesthood (v. 26). I, Nephi, did consecrate Jacob and Joseph. Priesthood transmitted, not invented. Qadash-ing
for thethird timein 2 Ne. 1-5.

6. Forty years (v. 34). Forty years had passed away from the time we left Jerusalem. The Exodus generation’s number; same as
Israel in the wilderness.

7. The hard ver ses (vv. 21-25). The curseis cut off from the Lord’ s presence; the mark is Hebrew narrative idiom. Modern
reading must keep the theological claim central and read the mark inside its ancient convention.

8. Self-sufficient covenant nation. Crops, herds, swords (Laban’s pattern), temple, priests, government. The Nephite nation is
fully formed in one chapter.

9. Reigning over my people declined (v. 18). Nephi resists kingship; the people make him king anyway. Reluctant authority —
the David pattern.

10. After the manner of happiness (v. 27). Smchah as lived practice. Ch. 2's doctrine, ch. 5's practice. The covenant produces
joy.

Cross-References

Gen. 4:15 (Cain’s mark); Gen. 12:1 (lekh-lekha); Ex. 12:13 (blood on doorposts); Ex. 25 (tabernacle); Lev. 26 (covenant
blessings/curses); Deut. 28; Josh. 24 (covenant at Shechem); 1 Sam. 9:9; 1 Kgs. 6 (Solomon’ stemple); Isa. 11:11-12; Ezek. 9:4
(mark of Tav); Ezek. 37; 1 Ne. 2:20; 1 Ne. 4 (Zoram); 1 Ne. 18 (seavoyage); 2 Ne. 1:5-9; 2 Ne. 1:20; 2 Ne. 2:25; Mosiah 1:18;
Mosiah 25:13; Alma 16:13; Hel. 6:1 (Lamanites more righteous than Nephites); 3 Ne. 11; 4 Ne. 1:17 (no -ites; all in one); D&C
84:31-34.

Apocryphal Correlations

Jubilees 1:15-18. | shall build my sanctuary among them, and | shall dwell with them. Same theology of the Lord building a
sanctuary with his settled covenant people.

Sirach 24:8-12 (Wisdom settlesin Jacaob). He created me from the beginning... so he hath taken root in an honourable people.
The doctrine of covenant rooting in aland.

4 Ezra (2 Esdras) 13:39-47. Thelost ten tribes journeying to a further country to keep the law they had not kept at home. Same
exodus-from-apostasy theology.

Tobit 13. A prayer for Jerusalem’s rebuilding that imagines a new tabernacle in glory. The temple-renewal hope.

1 Maccabees 4:36-61. Judas Maccabeus built a new sanctuary as the former. Same pattern: when the covenant moves, the
heikhal is rebuilt.
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Hebrew Word Studies

heikhal (n'2'7, "temple") — v. 16. The throne-room of the Lord; the building Solomon built. Nephi builds another.
banah (210, "to build") — v. 16. The covenant-construction verb. Gen. 2:22; Ex. 25; 1 Kgs. 6.

gadash (j77v, " consecrate") — v. 26. Third appearance in 2 Ne. 1-5. Now applied to priests.

derech (7127),," way / manner") — v. 27. After the manner of happiness = in the way of joy (ke-derech ha-simchah).

ot (NI, "sign / mark") — vv. 21-25. Cain’s mark (Gen. 4:15); doorposts (Ex. 12:13); Ezekiel’s Tav (Ezek. 9:4). Marks are
signals of covenant status, not the curse itself.

cherem (NN, " separated / banned" ) — vv. 21-25 (background). The covenant separation that is the curse — cut off from the
Lord's presence.

Personal Application

Two things. First, covenant beats genealogy. Identity isin faith, not blood. The Nephite-Lamanite split was a faith-line;
conversion crossed it freely in both directions across a thousand years; the modern Church has had to grow into this same
recognition. Second, after the manner of happiness. The Nephites lost their patriarch, their family unity, and their original land —
and lived after the manner of happiness anyway. Smchah is not the absence of grief. It is what becomes possible when the
covenant is enacted in spite of grief. Lehi taught the doctrine; the Nephite community lived it. Try it.
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