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2 Nephi 2 — Opposition in All Things, the Fall, and 'Men Are, That
They Might Have Joy'
Lehi blesses Jacob and lays out the theology of the Fall and the Atonement, c. 588 BC.

Inside thirty verses Lehi articulates the Atonement, the necessity of the Fall, the law of opposition, the metaphysics
of agency, and the place of joy in the cosmos. Two of the most quoted verses in LDS scripture are here — v. 11
(opposition in all things) and v. 25 (men are, that they might have joy). The chapter is a theological treatise
compressed into a patriarchal blessing.

Ten Insights
1. Affliction qadash-ed (v. 2). Suffering itself can be set apart for sacred use. He shall consecrate thine afflictions for thy gain.

2. Chesed v’emet (v. 6). Full of grace and truth — the covenant pair from Ex. 34:6; quoted by John 1:14 six centuries later.

3. Broken heart and contrite spirit. Atonement is conditional on humility (v. 7). Quoting Ps. 51:17. Pride blocks grace;
brokenness opens it.

4. Opposition in all things (v. 11). Foundational metaphysics. Meaning requires contrast. No opposition → no virtue, no vice, no
creation at all.

5. Compound, not simple. All things must needs be a compound in one. Dualities are the architecture of meaning.

6. Things to act / to be acted upon. Persons are act-ers. Categorical claim about what humans are — ground of agency.

7. The Fall as ascent (vv. 19–25). The Fall is necessary, not regrettable. Adam needed to know good and evil experientially to
become a moral agent.

8. Adam fell that men might be (v. 25). The Fall is in the service of being, and being is in the service of joy.

9. Men are, that they might have joy. Simchah is the telos of human existence. The purpose of being is gladness.

10. Free to choose liberty or captivity (v. 27). Bachar — the Deut. 30:19 choice-verb. Climactic statement of moral agency in
the Book of Mormon.

Cross-References
Gen. 2:9 (etz ha-da'at — tree of knowledge); Gen. 3 (the Fall); Ex. 34:6 (chesed v'emet); Lev. 4 (sin offering); Deut. 30:15–19
(life and good, death and evil — choose life); Ruth 4 (kinsman-redeemer); Ps. 16:11 (fulness of joy); Ps. 51:17 (broken heart,
contrite spirit); Isa. 41:14; Isa. 53:4–10; Hos. 6:6; Neh. 8:10 (joy of the Lord is your strength); Mt. 5:3; Jn. 1:14 (full of grace and
truth); Rom. 5:12–21 (Adam-Christ typology); Phil. 2:5–8; Heb. 4:15; 1 Ne. 11; Alma 12; Alma 42; D&C 19:16–19; Moses 5–6;
Moses 6:55.

Apocryphal Correlations
Sirach 15:11–20. The classic agency text — he hath set fire and water before thee: stretch forth thy hand unto whether thou wilt.

Pre-Christian articulation of free will.

4 Ezra (2 Esdras) 7:11–14, 70–74. A long meditation on the necessity of the strait gate and the moral structure of the world.
Same theodicy Lehi answers in v. 11.

Wisdom of Solomon 2:23–24. God created man to be immortal… through envy of the devil came death into the world.
Pre-Christian fall + adversary theology.

2 Baruch 54:15, 19. Adam is, therefore, not the cause, except only for himself; but each one of us has become his own Adam.
Same individual-responsibility balance Lehi strikes.

Testament of Asher 1:3–9 / Didache 1–4. The Two Ways catechism — the doctrine of opposition Lehi articulates
cosmologically.

Hebrew Word Studies
qadash (ׁשַדָק, "consecrate") — v. 2. The verb of Sabbath, tabernacle, priesthood. Affliction itself can be temple-grade.

chesed v’emet (תֶמֱאֶו דֶסֶח, "grace and truth") — v. 6. The Ex. 34:6 covenant pair; six centuries before John 1:14.
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yetzer (רֶצֵי, "inclination") — v. 11 background. Rabbinic yetzer ha-tov / ha-ra; the two impulses the choice-verb operates
between.

bachar (רַחָּב, "choose") — vv. 16, 27. The Deut. 30:19 covenant verb. Choose ye therefore.

simchah (הָחְמִׂש, "joy") — v. 25. Deep covenant gladness. The telos of human existence per Lehi.

melitz (ץיִלֵמ, "mediator") — v. 27. The Messiah as melitz, interpreter between God and humanity.

Personal Application
Three claims to carry. First, opposition is the architecture of joy. The hard thing in your life is not the contradiction of your
covenant; it is the material of your covenant. Affliction can be qadash-ed for your gain (v. 2). The duality of the world is the
precondition for any meaning whatsoever (v. 11). When something opposing you is making you cry today, remember Lehi's
metaphysics: without the opposition you cry against, you would not exist as a being that could cry at all. Second, you are, that you
might have joy. Not survive. Not perform. Not earn. Have joy. The Fall was for this. The Atonement was for this. Agency was
given for this. If you have organized your days around anything other than the simchah the universe was built to produce in you,
Lehi is asking you to reconsider. Note the word: simchah is the deep covenant gladness of Ps. 16:11 and Neh. 8:10 — bone-deep
joy, not the surface cheer that fluctuates with circumstance. Third, free to choose (v. 27). Agency is not a permission slip; it is a
metaphysical claim about what kind of beings we are. You are not a thing acted upon; you are a thing that acts. That changes the
shape of every choice you make today. Choose ye therefore — and let the choosing be the proof of what kind of being you are.


