1 Nephi 8 — The Tree, the Rod, and the Building — Two
Geogr aphies of the Soul

Lehi's tree-of-life dreamin the Valley of Lemuel, c. 600 BC.

Lehi prays through araphel for rachamim; the tree appears as the answer. Almond-tree (shaged) iconography binds
tree and rod into one substance — Aaron's budded staff (Num. 17:8) and the priestly-presence tree are the same
wood. The four groups exactly parallel the Parable of the Sower (Mt. 13) six centuries early. The great and spacious
building hangs ba-avir — Babel rebuilt in the air, finery + mockery + suspension. The chapter ends with Lehi's
parental anguish at the would not of Laman and Lemuel.

Ten Insights

1. Following precedes seeing (vv. 6-9). The vision proper begins after Lehi walks. The dark waste is the noche oscura theology
twenty-three centuries early.

2. Treeisthe answer to rachamim prayer. Lehi'sv. 8 prayer for tender merciesis answered by the tree. The tree israchamim
made botanically visible.

3. Shaged — the almond / watcher tree. Jer. 1:11-12. Aaron's rod budded with almonds (Num. 17:8). The priestly-presence
Christological tree.

4. Chemed redirected (v. 12). Same word as Eve's desire for the forbidden fruit (Gen. 3:6). Eden's failure is being unwound by
theright desire toward theright tree.

5. Tree createsintercessors (v. 13). Lehi's first move after tasting isto find his family. Post-conversion impulse is evangelism
within the household — Andrew, the Samaritan woman.

6. Thefirst prophetic would not (v. 18). Mt. 23:37, Morm. 6:17. Therefusal at the tree is the archetype of every covenant
refusal.

7. Matteh — the budded staff. Aaron'srod = Lehi'siron rod. Word and tree are one substance. The scripture in your hand isthe
budded staff whose flowering is the love of God.

8. Araphel — two darknesses. Same word as Sinai's veiling cloud (Ex. 20:21). Same vocabulary, opposite uses — concealing to
protect vs. concealing to destroy.

9. Ba-avir — the building floats. Isa. 14:13; Gen. 11:4. Babel rebuilt in the air. What has no foundation alwaysfalls.
10. Parable of the Sower 600 years early. Four groups exactly parallel Mt. 13:3-9. Same lesson in two registers —
dream-symbol and narrative parable.

Cross-References

Gen. 2:9; Gen. 3:6 (chemed); Gen. 11:4 (Babel); Gen. 15:12; Ex. 20:21 (araphel); Ex. 25:33 (amond cups); Num. 17:8 (Aaron's
rod); Deut. 33:25; Ps. 1:3; Ps. 22:7 (la'ag); Isa. 3:18-24; Isa. 14:13-14; Isa. 58:9; Jer. 1:11-12 (shaged); Dan. 7:9-10; Mt. 13:3-9;
Mt. 23:37; In. 4:28-29; Mormon 6:17; D&C 76:75.

Apocryphal Correlations

1 Enoch 24-32. Enoch's vision of seven mountains and the tree of life whose fragrance fills the cosmos. Closest pre-BoM parallel
to Lehi'stree.

4 Ezra 7:53-58; 8:52. Paradise prepared, tree of life planted, city built — the two-geographies framework of Lehi's
tree-and-building.

Wisdom of Solomon 3:9. Grace and mercy isto his saints — the chesed and rachamim under Lehi's tree.
Sirach 24:13-22. Wisdom in arboreal images — | yielded a pleasant odour like myrrh. Wisdom-as-tree matrix Lehi inherits.

Odes of Solomon 11:18-24. | have been planted in His garden of paradise, and | have grown like a tree. Tree-of-paradise
mysticism.

Testament of Levi 18:10-11. The Messianic priest shall open the gates of paradise... and give to the saints to eat fromthe tree.
Christological access-restoration.
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Hebrew Word Studies

chalom chalamti (n'710 n'7nn'; "adream | have dreamed" ) — v. 2. Joseph's cognate-accusative dream-grammar (Gen. 37:5,
9). Lehi inscribed as Josephite dream-prophet.

shaged (wi7T, "almond / watcher" ) — vv. 10-11. Jer. 1:11-12'sfirst vision; Aaron'srod (Num. 17:8). Priestly-presence
Christological tree.

chemed (N7, " desire") — vv. 10-12. Same word as Eve's desire for Eden fruit (Gen. 3:6). The direction of desireis everything.

matteh (noa, "rod / staff") — v. 19. Aaron'srod root. The budded staff whose flowering isthe treeitself. Word and tree, one
substance.

araphel (V197, "thick darkness') — v. 23. Sinai's veiling cloud (Ex. 20:21). Same word, opposite uses — concealing to protect
vs. to destroy.

ba-avir (Ax1, "in theair / suspended" ) — v. 26. The building has no foundation. Lucifer-architecture (Isa. 14:13); Babel
rebuilt (Gen. 11:4). What floats falls.

Personal Application

Threethings. Firgt, the fruit will not be sweet if the path to it has not first crossed your dark waste. The rachamim prayer of v. 8is
the prayer the Lord most often answers with the tree. Second, when you find your peersin the building, mark the architecture:
finery, mockery, suspension. The building floats. Do not envy the float. Envy the rooted. Third, when you have partaken —turn
for family. The tree creates intercessors. The fruit fully tasted is the fruit shared. And the would not of Laman and Lemuel: even
God cannot coerce a heart. Grief over a refused fruit is not failure. It isthe cost of love that respected agency.
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