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1 Nephi 6 — The Editorial Manifesto and the Curated Word
Nephi pauses thirty years later on the small plates to state his editorial criterion, c. 570 BC.

Six verses. Nephi steps out from behind the narrative and names his editorial principle. He will not give the
genealogy (the brass plates already have it). He will not write things pleasing to the world (the chalaq register). He
will persuade men to the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob (Mt. 22:32 fusion). The
chapter is the editorial principle that, in retrospect, will explain why the Restoration survives the 116-page loss
twenty-five centuries later.

Ten Insights
1. Self-conscious authorship. Hebrew narrative is paratactic; pausing to name what is left out is rare. Nephi performs an unusual

act of editorial reflection.

2. Cheleq — each scroll its portion. v. 1's this part of my record echoes the tribal land-allotments of the conquest. Each scroll
has its assigned task.

3. Library, not single book. The BoM as we have it is the survivor of a corpus. Most of the original library is lost or unpublished.
What we read is the curated remnant.

4. Pleasing vs. chalaq. v. 5. Pleasing unto the world = frictionless. Sacred writing is frictional, costly, and Pauline (Gal. 1:10).

5. Triadic patriarchal formula (v. 4). God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob — Ex. 3:6, Mt. 22:32. Patriarchal-covenant God =
resurrection God = Christ. One Person, both registers.

6. Peith■ / patah — the rhetorical office. Nephi's record is suasive writing, not chronicled. Every sentence does rhetorical work
toward Christ.

7. Kol levavi editorial Shema. The fulness of mine intent = Deut. 6:5's all my heart. The scribe's heart is the source of the text's
wholeness.

8. Pragmateuomai — trade the plates. v. 6's occupy = Lk. 19:13's trade-verb. The plates are sacred space; what fills them must
justify the space.

9. Christ is the editorial criterion. Verse 4 is the load-bearing sentence of the chapter and the test by which every later BoM
writer decides what belongs on the small plates: persuade men to come unto the God of Abraham.

10. The wise-purpose providence. Chapter 6 is the principle that, in 1828, becomes the antidote to the 116-page loss. Nephi did
not know what he was writing for.

Cross-References
Ex. 3:6; Deut. 6:5 (Shema); 2 Kgs. 14:18 (it mattereth not); Ps. 5:9 (chalaq); Prov. 25:11; Eccl. 12:9–12; Isa. 8:1; Jer. 36; Hab.
2:2; Mt. 22:32; Mk. 12:26; Lk. 19:13 (occupy); Gal. 1:10; 1 Thess. 2:4; Heb. 11:13–16; 1 Ne. 9:5; W of M 1:5–7; D&C 10:38–46.

Apocryphal Correlations
Sirach 39:1–11. Encomium of the wise scribe who seeks out the wisdom of all the ancients — Nephi's curated-scribe office in

proverbial form.

Wisdom of Solomon 7:13–22. I learned without guile, and I impart without grudging — the kol levavi of editorial transparency.

4 Ezra 14:44–48. Ezra dictates 94 books — 24 public, 70 reserved. Differential publication doctrine matching ch. 9's two-plates
apparatus.

Jubilees 1:5–7. Heavenly tablets contain more than the published Torah — sacred text as survivor of unrecorded abundance.

Testament of Asher 1:8. The Two Ways — pleasing the world vs. pleasing God. Nephi's editorial criterion in catechetical form.

Didache 4:1–2. Remember him that speaketh the word of God to thee… and seek out daily the persons of the saints — the
covenant ethic of curated sacred speech.

Hebrew Word Studies
cheleq (קֶלֵח, "portion / assigned share") — v. 1. The same word as the tribal land-allotments. Each scroll has its cheleq —

small plates carry the prophetic register; large plates carry the political.
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chalaq (קָלָח, "smooth / flattering") — v. 5. The frictionless speech (Ps. 5:9; Prov. 7:21). Nephi's criterion is the opposite —
frictional, costly speech.

kol levavi (יִבָבְל־לָּכ, "all my heart") — v. 4. Shema-grammar applied to writing. Editorial intent as covenant love. The undivided
scribe writes the unified text.

peith■ / patah (הָּתִּפ, "persuade / win over") — v. 4. Greek peith■ = Hebrew patah. Nephi's record is suasive writing — every
line moves toward Christ or it does not belong.

pragmateuomai (Gk., "trade / occupy productively") — v. 6. Lk. 19:13's occupy till I come. Plates as productive sacred space
— what fills them must justify the space.

shaphakh (ְךַפָׁש, "pour out") — Recurring BoM register. The editorial scribe pours himself out into the plates the way the
worshipper pours soul into prayer.

Personal Application
Three practices. First, read scripture as the survivor of an unrecorded abundance. The lines that made it onto the plates were
chosen against everything left out. Dense passages are dense because they were filtered. Second, when you write — anything —
ask Nephi's question at every line: does this persuade toward the God of Abraham? If not, the line does not need to occupy the
plate. There is a discipline of holy speech here, available to any of us. The covenant scribe writes with kol levavi. Third, notice the
providence implicit in this chapter: Nephi laid down his editorial criterion 2,400 years before Joseph Smith would need exactly
this kind of parallel-but-different record (D&C 10:38–46). The small plates were Nephi's kun-ed answer to a 116-page crisis he
could not have imagined. Your faithful obedience today may be the prepared answer to a crisis someone else faces a century from
now. The Lord does not waste a yes.


