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1 Nephi 5 — Sariah's Lament, the Burnt Offerings, and the
Genealogy That Saved a Civilization
The household reunited at the Valley of Lemuel; the brass plates read for the first time, c. 600 BC.

Sariah's talun-lament gets a different verdict than the sons' — same verb, different heart. Lehi receives her word as
ish chazon and re-theologizes it without defensiveness. Sariah's now I know of a surety echoes the widow of
Zarephath (1 Kgs. 17:24) and inaugurates the BoM's female witness tradition. The household offers zebach + olah
— the full Israelite altar liturgy — then opens the plates and discovers Lehi is from Joseph. That single verse (v. 14)
re-keys the entire ministry as Joseph-typology and sets up 2 Ne. 3 + D&C 86.

Ten Insights
1. Same verb, different heart. Sariah's talun (vv. 2–3) gets the opposite verdict from the sons' (1 Ne. 2:11). Moral weight

depends on the heart behind the word.

2. Lament as covenant genre. Half the Psalter is lament (Ps. 13; 22). Sariah belongs to that line — not to the rebellious
wilderness talun tradition.

3. Ish chazon as charge and testimony. Sariah names Lehi a visionary man as indictment; Lehi receives the label as confession.
Pastoral marriage model.

4. Now I know of a surety (v. 8). Widow-of-Zarephath confession formula (1 Kgs. 17:24). The female witness tradition begins
here.

5. Four-fold prophetic statement. Sariah names divine sovereignty, providential protection, prophetic call, enabling grace — in
one sentence. Prophetic voice is not gendered.

6. Zebach + olah liturgy (v. 9). Peace and whole burnt offerings together — full Israelite altar liturgy on the wilderness stones.

7. Order: worship before reading. The text emphasizes Lehi gave thanks, then took the records. Altar precedes archive. Kneel
before you study.

8. Living archive (v. 13). Jeremiah's contemporary prophecies on the plates. Laban suppressed the prophet of the present
moment.

9. The Joseph genealogy (v. 14). Retroactively reframes Lehi's entire ministry as Joseph-typology. Sold-by-brothers →
preserved → preserves household from famine. Lehi's life is Joseph's life.

10. Shema enacted in narrative (vv. 20–22). Obtain, search, preserve, carry — Deut. 6:6–9 done in deed. The covenant is unto
our children.

Cross-References
Gen. 37; Gen. 41:51–52; Gen. 50:20; Lev. 1; Lev. 3; Lev. 7; Deut. 6:4–9 (Shema); 1 Kgs. 17:24; Ps. 13:1; Ps. 22:1; Isa. 40:8; Jer.
31:15; Jer. 36:23–28; Dan. 12:4; 2 Ne. 3; Alma 10:3; Alma 19; D&C 86; D&C 27:5.

Apocryphal Correlations
Joseph and Aseneth 10–13. Bridal lament-to-confession formula parallels Sariah's vindication — female confession after divine

sign.

Testament of Joseph 1:3–6. Joseph names the Lord's preserving hand across foreign captivity — typology Lehi discovers
himself standing inside in v. 14.

Jubilees 39–42. Expanded Joseph narrative emphasizing preservation of the household — the frame Lehi inherits.

Sirach 49:14–16. Encomium ending with Joseph as governor of his brethren, stay of the people — pattern activated for
Manassite Lehi.

4 Ezra 14:21–22. Ezra prays the imperishable word might endure — same doctrine as v. 17.

Testament of Levi 13:1–9. Levi's testament charges his sons: teach your children letters, that they may have understanding all
their life, reading unceasingly the law of God. Same archival imperative Lehi enacts when he opens the plates in vv. 10–13.
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2 Baruch 84:7–9. Baruch urges the remnant to preserve the law as their inheritance after the city falls — the post-Jerusalem
archive grammar Lehi's household is already living.

Hebrew Word Studies
ish chazon (ןֹוזָח ׁשיִא, "man of vision") — vv. 4–5. Sariah's charge becomes Lehi's confession. Receive, agree on her terms,

re-theologize on God's.

yadati (יִּתְעַדָי, "now I know") — vv. 7–8. Widow of Zarephath's confession formula (1 Kgs. 17:24). Female prophetic witness
inaugurated.

zebach (חַבֶז, "peace / fellowship sacrifice") — v. 9. Communion offering of Lev. 3 — part burned, part eaten by priest, part
eaten by worshipper. Covenant meal.

olah (הָלֹע, "whole burnt offering") — v. 9. Total-dedication offering of Lev. 1. Entire animal consumed on altar.

shaqad (דַקָׁש, "to watch") — Implicit (cf. Jer. 1:11–12). The Lord's watchful presence over the imperishable archive (v. 17).

kol levavekha (ָךְבָבְל־לָּכ, "all your heart") — vv. 20–22. The Shema-grammar enacted: obtain, search, preserve, carry. Deut.
6:6–9 done in deed.

Personal Application
Three takeaways. First, the Lord receives lament. Not every complaint is rebellion. Sariah named her grief honestly and was met
by Lehi, by the Lord, and by joy. The sequence — lament, tender reply, vindication, confession, worship — is a discipleship walk;
the Psalter teaches it on every page. Second, kneel before you study. Lehi offered sacrifice before he opened the plates. The text
reads differently when you have first given thanks to its Author — and a household that worships before it reads will receive the
reading in a different register than one that does not. Third, remember whose genealogy you are reading. Every time you open the
Book of Mormon, you are being told you belong to a covenant lineage that the Lord has been preserving across centuries of fire
and exile. The genealogy on the plates was not just Lehi's; it is, in some real sense, yours too. The branch that ran out of Joseph
through Manasseh to Lehi runs through the gathering of Israel and to you.


