1 Nephi 16 — The Liahona, the Broken Bow, and the Faith
M echanism of the Wilder ness

The wilderness chronicle begins; the Lord gives a compass that works by faith; even Lehi murmurs and is restored.

Ten Insights

1. Truth lands hard on hard hearts. V. 1's hard above that which they were able to bear is Heb. gasheh. Same word as
stiffnecked (Ex. 32:9). The same gospel that comforts the soft heart bruisesthe hard one.

2. Fivemarriagesin oneverse. V. 7 is a covenant-formation moment of Ruth-level density. Zoram marries the eldest daughter
— the freedman in the primogeniture seat. | shmaelite and Zoramite branches grafted into L ehi’stree.

3. TheLiahonaisL-Yah-onah. Yah + onah — “to-the-Lord-in-the-now.” A Y ahwistic time-instrument. Brass like the plates
(threshold metal of the outer court). Two spindles — the two-witness instrument of Deut. 19:15.

4. Faith isthe device. V. 28: according to the faith and diligence and heed which we did give. The Liahonais not amap; itisa
covenant feedback loop. The technology isthe disciple' s heart.

5. By small means — the chapter’saphorism. V. 29 — kli gatan, ma’ aseh gadol. Gideon’s 300, the widow’ s mite, the boy’s
five loaves. The Lord routinely works by small vessels. Bend down and look at what’son the ground in your tent.

6. Even Lehi murmured. V. 20 — my father began to murmur against the Lord. The Sinai-grumbling verb lun used of the
prophet. The chapter publishes the lapse and the restoration both.

7. Honor the office even when the officer falters. Nephi has the Liahona, the Spirit, and the gift. He does not ask the Lord
directly. He asks his father. Restoring the patriar ch by routing theinquiry through him — D& C 121:34-37 in pre-form.

8. The broken-bow repair cycle. Fracture (v. 18) — grumbling (v. 20) — labor (v. 23) - inquiry through office (v. 24) —
chastening (v. 25) — guidance (v. 30) — provision (v. 31). Memorize the sequence. It isthe Restoration’s standard
covenant-repair pattern.

9. Nahom isreal. V. 34 — nacham, the lament-and-comfort root. Attested archaeologically as NHM on Sabaean atarsin Yemen,
7th—6th c. BC. The strongest Old World geographic anchor in the BOM.

10. Daughters mourn; sons plot murder. Vv. 35-37 split the household by gender response. The daughters of Ishmael are the
BOM’sfirst female voice quoted at length, and they prefigure the Lamanite mothers who carry covenant memory (Alma
56:47-48).

Chiastic Structure
A Fracture —steel bow breaks (v. 18)
B Hunger —household at risk (v. 19)
C Murmuring —even Lehi (v. 20)
D Nephi’s | abor —nmakes a new bow (v. 23)
E | NQUI RY THROUGH THE FATHER (vv. 24-25)
D Lehi chastened, restored (v. 25)
C Voice of the Lord guides (vv. 26-30)
B' Ganme obtai ned —household fed (v. 31)
A" Joy and gratitude in the camp (v. 32)

Cross-References

Gen. 2:1-3; Gen. 25:22 (darash); Gen. 29:26; Ex. 16:2; 17:3 (lun); Ex. 19:3; Ex. 27:1-8 (brass altar); Ex. 32:9; Num. 11:11-15;
Judg. 7:7; 1 Sam. 28:6 (Saul failsto inquire); 1 Kgs. 17:14; 19:8, 12; Isa. 50:4; 51:12; Heb. 4:12; 12:5-11; 2 Cor. 7:10; Mk.
12:42; Jn. 6:9; Enos 1:1; Mosiah 1:5; Hel. 15:7; Alma 37:38-46 (Liahona named); D& C 10:38-46; D& C 121:34-37.

Apocryphal Correlations

Wisdom of Solomon 17-18 — wilderness as moral-symbolic landscape; God' s light in the desert while Egypt isin darkness.
Sirach 38:24-34 — wisdom embodied in artisanal skill; the smith and bowmaker as theological figures. 4 Ezra 9:23-25 —
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wilderness as revelatory space; the seer sent to afield of flowers. Tobit 6:1-17 — angelic guide directs ajourney;
instrument-instructions for crossing dangers. 1 Enoch 18:1-5 — cosmic storehouses of wind and direction. Jubilees 12:22-24 —
Abraham receives direction-revelation in patriarchal register. 2 Baruch 76:1-5 — mountain ascent for direction (cf. v. 30).
Testament of Naphtali 5:1-8 — two heavenly figures, one shows the way, the other the destination — the two-spindle pattern.

Personal Application

Three practices follow. First, trust small means. V. 29 is the aphorism of the chapter — the Lord works through small vessels. The
compass in your tent is on the ground; bend down. Second, honor the office when the officer falters. Restore your bishop, your
father, your spouse by routing the inquiry through them, not around them. Third, bury and walk on. Nahomisa place but it isalso
a verb. Mourn what must be mourned; then take up the journey. And we did again take our journey (v. 33) is one of the great
expressions of covenant continuity in the Standard Works.
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