1 Nephi 15— The Return to the Tent, the Olive Tree Explained, and
Why Heavens Seem Closed

The Book of Mormon'’ sfirst sustained catechetical sermon; the doctrine of personal revelation made explicit.

Ten Insights

1. Descent carrying vision. Nephi leaves the mountain holding the kavod. Moses’ veil (Ex. 34:33) inverted: Nephi never lets the
brightness fade. Visionary is also pedagogue.

2. Brothersin riv. Heb. riv = covenant-lawsuit (Hos. 4:1; Mic. 6:1-2). Family conflict in the BOM is courtroom posturing, not
casual bickering.

3. Anticipatory prophetic grief. Vv. 4-5 — Nephi grieves 980 yearsin advance. Compare Jer. 9:1, Lk. 19:41, Moses 7:28. To
seefar istogrievefar.

4. The heavens are open; the brothersare closed. V. 9's "the Lord maketh no such thing known unto us" is the universal
misdiagnosis. The cessation-of-revelation doctrine is theological self-foreclosure.

5. Thefour conditions of revelation (vv. 10-11). Soften the heart, ask in faith, believe ye shall receive, keep the
commandments with diligence. The most concise statement in the Book of Mormon of LDS personal -revel ation theology.

6. Theolive is zayit, not erez or te’' enah. Israel-tree par excellence (Jer. 11:16; Hos. 14:6). Not cedar (Assyria), not fig (national),
not vine (cultic). The covenant treeistheolive.

7. Gospel-relay missiology. Jew — Gentile — Lamanite-remnant (vv. 13-18). The Restoration is two-direction, not
one-direction — arelay, not a broadcast.

8. Holding fast = chazag/davag. Covenant-cleaving lexicon (Deut. 11:22; Gen. 2:24). Therod is held the way Adam clings to
Eve and Israel to the Lord.

9. Even Lehi did not see everything. Vv. 26-28 — Lehi’s mind was so absorbed by the tree that he did not see the filthiness of
theriver. Prophetic perception isattentional, not omniscient.

10. Hell isexclusion from thetree. V. 36 — the cast-out are cast from the tree of life, which isthe love of God (11:22). Hell, in 1
Nephi’slexicon, isabsence from thetree.

Chiastic Structure
A Nephi descends fromvision; brothers in riv (vv. 1-3)
B Nephi’s prophetic grief (vv. 4-6)
C Brothers’ question: olive tree and Gentiles (v. 7)
D "Have ye inquired?" (vv. 8-9)
E THE FOUR CONDI TI ONS OF REVELATI ON (vv. 10-11)
D dive tree exposition (vv. 12-18)
C Brothers’ question: rod, river, gulf (vv. 21-30)
B' Lehi’s intercessory grief (v. 31)
A" The tree, the love, the dual destinies (vv. 35-36)

Cross-References

Gen. 2:24; Ex. 34:33; Deut. 4:29; Deut. 11:22; Hos. 4:1; Hos. 14:6; Mic. 6:1-2; Jer. 9:1; Jer. 11:16; Jer. 29:13; Lk. 16:26; Lk.
19:41; In. 10:16; Jas. 1:5-7; Mk. 11:24; 1 Ne. 8; 1 Ne. 10:17-19; 1 Ne. 11:22-23; 2 Ne. 28:30; Jacob 5; Alma 12:9-11; Alma 23;
Hel. 7-9; Moroni 10:4-5; Moses 7:28-37; D& C 88:67—68; D& C 121:26-33.

Apocryphal Correlations

4 Ezra 4:1-11 (2 Esdras) — Uriel rebukes Ezra; revelation is conditional on the kind of asking. The parallel to vv. 8-11. Sirach
6:18-37 — wisdom gained by coming, asking, persisting. Wisdom of Solomon 7:7-14 — "I called upon God, and the spirit of
wisdom cameto me." 2 Baruch 41-43 — the seer asks why some receive and others not; the answer isthey did not seek. 1 Enoch
41:1-9; 48 — the elect see because they seek; the others despise the hidden. Testament of Asher 7:5-7 — the latter-day
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reconciliation of the scattered. Jubilees 24:30-33 — curse of selective inattention; the wicked cannot perceive what the righteous
see. Odes of Solomon 11 — living water imagery against which v. 27’ sfilthiness contrasts.

Personal Application

Two practices follow. First, commit verses 10-11 to memory and use them as the standard of inquiry. When you feel the heavens
are closed, run the four conditions: is my heart soft? am | asking in faith? believing | shall receive? keeping the commandments
with diligence? Heaven is open. Make sure you are. Second, let v. 4-5 sanctify your grief. Anticipatory prophetic lamentation is
part of the gift of seeing. If you grieve what is coming, you are in Nephi’s company. The Lord does not despise tears that fall in
advance. He sheds them Himself.
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