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1 Nephi 14 — The Two Churches Only, Saints Armed with
Righteousness, and the Apostle John’s Embargo
The eschatological consummation; the binary church reality; the prophetic-embargo doctrine.

Ten Insights
1. Conditional Gentile covenant. Im… az (if… then) — the Deuteronomic register (Deut. 28). Restoration soteriology is

Hebrew conditional covenant, not Calvinist election.

2. The other-sheep lexicon in 595 BC. V. 1’s true fold of God is the poimne of Jn. 10:16. Christ in John 10 was quoting the
Brass Plates.

3. The pit is self-dug. Shachat/bor (Ps. 7:15; Prov. 26:27). The Lord need not destroy the wicked; their own architecture
collapses on them.

4. Two churches — functional, not denominational. V. 10’s binary is identified by fruit (gathering Israel, preaching the Lamb,
planting the covenant), not by directory. Don’t map 14:10 onto a brand chart.

5. The whore upon many waters. Rev. 17:1, 15 in advance. Many waters = peoples, nations, tongues. Babylon is international,
not local.

6. Saints few — quality, not quantity. Matt. 7:14 in advance. Numerous in kinds (every nation), few relative to the wicked.
Holiness is not majority-shaped.

7. Righteousness is the weapon. Tzedaqah as covenant-faithfulness; Eph. 6:14’s breastplate. You can only defeat Babylon by
becoming what Babylon is not.

8. The kavod rests on the saints. "Power of God in great glory" (v. 14). Moses’ Sinai-failure (Ex. 20:18–21) is the eschatological
saints’ success.

9. The Apocalypse of John commissioned in 595 BC. Vv. 18–27 announce John by office and by content. John’s Revelation is
covenant-assigned to him before he is born.

10. Prophetic embargo as covenant grammar. "Thou shalt not write" (v. 25) is jurisdictional respect, not censorship. The
library is sovereign over the volume.

Chiastic Structure
A Conditional Gentile promise (vv. 1–3)

B The pit dug by the wicked (vv. 4–7)

C Two churches only — Lamb and devil (vv. 9–10)

D The whore upon many waters (v. 11)

E Saints few, armed, in glory (vv. 12–14)

F WRATH POURED OUT — international war (vv. 15–17)

E' The eschatological vision (vv. 18–24)

D' Other seers — distributed visions (v. 26)

C' John writes the rest — Apostle of the Lamb (vv. 21–25)

B' The wicked fall into their own pit (implicit v. 17)

A' Nephi’s pen sufficient — covenant-bounded writing (vv. 28–30)

Cross-References
Ps. 7:15; Prov. 26:27; Isa. 5:25–30; Isa. 59:17; Deut. 28; Ex. 20:18–21; Jn. 10:14–16; 2 Cor. 2:15–16; Eph. 6:14; Heb. 4:12; Rev.
17:1, 15; Rev. 16:14, 18; Rev. 18:2; 2 Cor. 12:4; Mosiah 5:13; Eth. 3:25–28; Eth. 4:1–7; 2 Ne. 27:7–11; D&C 1:35; D&C
45:24–30; D&C 84:23–25; D&C 121:26–33; JS—H 1:19.

Apocryphal Correlations
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4 Ezra 13:32–52 (2 Esdras) — Man from the sea; saints gathered on the mountain; wrath on the nations. Closest parallel. 2
Baruch 39–43 — binary cedar (Babylon) and vine (Messiah); two-kingdoms doctrine. 1 Enoch 91–105 (Apocalypse of Weeks)
— seventh-week war between chosen and apostate. Ascension of Isaiah 7–11 — commissioned-vision doctrine; the seer sees
more than he writes. Apocalypse of Abraham 27–32 — distributed-vision pattern across seers. Testament of Levi 18 —
Messianic priest opens paradise; kavod on the saints. Wisdom of Solomon 5:1–14 — the eschatological recognition scene.
Sirach 33:7–15 — the doctrine of pairs (good/evil, life/death).

Personal Application
Two practices follow. First, do not read 14:10 as a denominational verdict; read it as a fruit-discernment lens. Does this gather
Israel? Preach the Lamb? Plant the covenant? The binary is real but decided by fruit, not by label. Second, honor the embargo.
Some visions are John’s, not yours. The discipline of containing a revelation can be the proof you understood it. Containment is
not silence; it is reverence under jurisdiction.


