1 Nephi 13— The Two Churches, the Plain and Precious, and the
Gentile Vessd

Apostasy as adulteration, not erasure; the Restoration as un-twisting, not invention.

Ten Insights

1. Em toevot — the inverted Sarah. The mother of abominations is the matriarchal-foundational image (Sarah, Gen. 17:16)
inverted: nation-mother under abomination rather than covenant.

2. Apostasy is adulteration. "Pervert the right ways" (v. 6) isagal/diastrepho (Acts 13:10). Apostasy in 1 Ne. 13 istwisting, not
erasure. The Restoration is un-twisting.

3. Columbus as Cyrus. "Spirit wrought upon" (v. 12) = energeo/paal — the prophetic-irresistible verb used of Cyrus (Isa. 45:1).
Columbusisin the Cyrustypological seat.

4. The Atlantic as second exodus. Yatza — went forth — the exodus verb. Pilgrims out of galut: exile-lexicon applied to
European captivity.

5. The Revolutionary War as covenant precondition. Vv. 16-19 narrate it in prophetic register: the Lord on the side of the
colonies. Without afree Gentile nation in the land of promise, no Joseph Smith, no 1830, no Restoration.

6. The Bibleis Jewish in authority, Gentilein carrier. "Proceedeth out of the mouth of aJew" (v. 23). The Bible cannot be read
divorced from its Hebraic root (Rom. 11).

7. Yagar = precious-as-heavy. Lam. 4:2; Prov. 3:15; Ps. 116:15. What was removed was the heaviest content — doctrinal
|oad-bearing material, not marginalia.

8. Four classes of removal. Plain doctrine, covenant grammar, everlasting gospel, prophetic register of the New World. The
Restoration recovers each.

9. The mode of production isthe doctrine. "In mine own power" (v. 34) — bigvurati. The Restoration could not come by
academic means; it had to come by a seer stone and a fourteen-year-old. The how isthe what.

10. Matt. 19:30 in the Brass Plates. "The last shall be first" (v. 42) isin Lehi’s Brass Plates Vorlage before Christ teachesit.
Christ in the Gospelsisteaching the Brass Plates.

Chiastic Structure
A The great and abominable church (vv. 1-9)
Spirit wought upon the Gentile (vv. 10-13)
Land of prom se; Gentiles in bridal |exicon (vv. 14-15)

The book —bible of the Jews (vv. 20-24)
PLAIN AND PRECI QUS THI NGS REMOVED (vv. 25-29)

E' The book is restored —other books (vv. 34-36)
Promi se to thy seed and thy brethren (vv. 30-33)

B
C
D Mot her nation overthrown by the colonies (vv. 16-19)
E
F

C GCentiles receive nercy (vv. 30, 38)
B' The everlasting gospel restored (vv. 36-37)
A" The last shall be first; covenant universalized (v. 42)

Cross-References

Gen. 17:16; Lev. 18:22; Deut. 7:25; Lam. 4:2; Ps. 116:15; Prov. 3:15; Isa. 29:9-14; |sa. 44:28; |1sa. 45:1; Jer. 8:8, Amos 8:11-12;
Matt. 5:17-18; Matt. 19:30; Acts 13:10; Rom. 11; 2 Thess. 2:3-4; Rev. 17-18; 1 Ne. 9; 1 Ne. 14; 1 Ne. 19:3; 2 Ne. 25:4; 2 Ne. 29;
Alma12:9-11; D& C 10:38-46; D& C 86:3.

Apocryphal Correlations
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4 Ezra 14:21-48 (2 Esdras) — Ezrawrites 94 books, 24 public, 70 reserved. The two-track scripture parallel. Sirach 39:1-11 —
the wise scribe seeks the hidden things; Sirach’s curriculum was the plain and precious. 1 Enoch 81:1-4 — heavenly tablets
recording what is to be transmitted. Jubilees 1:5-7, 26-29 — secret books reserved for the latter days. L etter of Aristeas— the
Greek Bible as providential transit to the Gentiles. Testament of L evi 14-16 — apostasy of the priesthood; future restoration. 2
Baruch 77-87 — lost tribes return with hidden scriptures. Apocalypse of Abraham 21-32 — Gentile destruction followed by
renewal.

Personal Application

Two practices follow. First, read the Bible aware that it has been adulterated — but not aware that it has been destroyed. The
plain and precious were removed; the core survived. Use the Restoration scriptures as the un-twisting lens, not as a substitute.
Second, let v. 35 sit with you when scripture goes silent. The Lord's promise to bring forth other books is not a one-time event.
The Restoration’ s textual logic is open-ended. The discipl€e’ s posture: | know not all things; | know He bringeth forth what is
needed.
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